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Christof Naier taking over from Klaus Bachstein as CEO of Gallus  

St. Gallen, December 22nd 2017 – After 15 years at the helm of the Gallus Group, Klaus Bachstein 

has made the decision to leave the company for pastures new. Mr. Bachstein joined Gallus Ferd. 

Rueesch AG as Director of Marketing, Business Development and Screen Printing Business on 1 

October 1995, subsequently also taking over responsibility for Service and Sales. In June 2002, he 

took over the position of CEO of the Gallus Group.  

 

This phase saw many important developments: 

- The introduction of the Gallus RCS, the first completely servo-driven label printing press 

with maximum process flexibility, which set a new industry benchmark for productivity 

- The use of technical granite as the core module for the printing and converting units in the 

Gallus ECS 340, which went on to become the top-selling label printing press in its class 

- The development and introduction of the Gallus Labelmaster, a fully scalable machine 

platform with maximum configuration flexibility for the label printer to cover almost every 

customer requirement 

- The development and introduction of the Gallus Labelfire, the first industrial digital label 

printing press with upstream and downstream finishing steps, which handles all process 

steps from the roll to the fully finished and die-cut label in one production cycle 

- The development of the screen printing plate business through new electroplating and 

coating processes for the production of printing plates for a wide range of applications in the 

label business and for functional printing 

- The development of lean methods in the development and production of label printing 

presses 

 

The Gallus Group was taken over by Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG in mid-2014. Important 

business units and functions with synergy potential to increase customer benefit in the Heidelberg 

Group have been integrated since then, while still maintaining the Gallus brand. This includes market 

development by Heidelberg’s sales and service organizations, the development and production of joint 

technology platforms such as the inkjet unit and the software of the Gallus Labelfire’s digital printing unit, 

and the use of Heidelberg service platforms to improve Gallus’ services. 
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The continued corporate development of Gallus as part of the Heidelberg Group will be headed up by 

Christof Naier from January 2018 onwards. Christof Naier joined Gallus in July 2012, first as Head of 

Sales, Marketing, and Service Label Business, and since July 2017 as General Manager Label 

Business. He will continue to rigorously implement the growth strategy for Gallus initiated three years 

ago and work at full throttle to drive the expansion of the digital business. 

 

The administrative board of Gallus Holding AG thanks Klaus Bachstein for his contributions to the 

development of the company and wishes him every success in his future endeavors.  
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Klaus Bachstein. 
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Christof-Naier 

 

 
The Gallus Group  
The Gallus Group, with production facilities in Switzerland and Germany, is a leading company in the 
development, production and sale of conventional and digital narrow-web, reel-fed presses designed 
for label manufacturers. The machine portfolio is augmented by a broad range of screen printing 
plates (Gallus Screeny), globally decentralised service operations, and a broad offering of printing 
accessories and replacement parts. The comprehensive portfolio also includes consulting services 
provided by label experts in all relevant printing and process engineering tasks. The Gallus Group is 
member of the Heidelberg Group and employs around 410 people, of whom 257 are based in 
Switzerland, where the Group has its headquarters in St. Gallen. As a member of the Heidelberg 
Group, the Gallus Group uses the Heidelberg global sales and service network. 
For more information, visit www.gallus-group.com  

 
For further information, please contact: 

Gallus Ferd. Rüesch AG, Corporate Communications 

T +41 71 242 86 86 
matthias.marx@gallus-group.com 
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